Minutes subject 

to approval

St. Luke Orthodox Church

Parish Council Meeting

Date:  9/18/2007
PRESENT:
Father Andrew Harrison, , Assistant Lay Chairperson Caye Caswick , , Diocesan/All-American Delegate Anthea Lukoshonak, , Evangelism Team Leader Pearl Homiak, Property Team Leader Mike Bauml, Treasurer: Robert Zubenko  Community Development Team Leader Luba Johnson

UNABLE TO ATTEND: 
Lay Chairperson Ken Stevens, Education Team Leader Maria Kopulos, Secretary Debra Dandeles, Financial Secretary Philip Nezanov
Meeting brought to order at 7:00 P.M. with  bible study: Luke 3:21-4:13
MINUTES

No minutes submitted for approval
REPORTS

EDUCATION TEAM LEADER—Maria Kopulos absent, written report submitted

 

Church School-Maria Kopulos

· A total of 53 Children are registered and enrolled in the 2007-08 Church School year 

· The First day of classes was a huge success, and the pizza was yummy! 

· Stea is teaching Maria the ropes and helping to re-organize the Church School program and it's offices. 

· There is not anything else to report at this time.

Adult Education-Clark Wilson

· Coffee Hour "Round Table" is still rolling (adult discussion in the bookstore. 

· There is a need to bring school credits up to date and make a plan for this coming year. 

· Evangelism has ironically become part of this education sector.

CRC- Dcn. Danial Doss

· The new Orthodox Study Bible with the New and Old testaments is coming soon. We will order 12 copies for the book store.
Youth Group: Lauren Dandeles
-A formal meeting has not been scheduled.
 

Junior Olympics-Chuck Bern
-Nothing to Report to date
 

Movie Club-Ken Stevens
-Nothing to report
 

Additions:
Luba will try to get some used classroom chairs from CPS
PROPERTY TEAM LEADER—Mike Bauml, present, written report submitted

Expected expenses this month: unknown
Kitchen Ministry: Detrie has been in contact with Carla, he was out of town and will resume taking care of the supplies. The kitchen appliances seem to be working fine since Nick looked at them.  
Safety Ministry:.  Nothing new to report
Maintenance Report: Nick has begun to finish the old basement in anticipation of the beginning of the PADS program.
Pending Projects: 
1.Waterproofing stone above the front door. George has given Nick the information on what needs to be done.  Pending
2. Finish repairing the Air Conditioning unit for the new basement. Nick got it running again but it needs a sensor to be replaced.
3. Missing baseboard in the fellowship hall needs to be replaced. Dennis will take care of this.  
New Building Report: Discussed this with Steve and he will begin looking into this for us.  
Cell Phone Towers: Nothing new to report 

Supply: Nothing new to report
Strategic Planning: See Lay Chairperson’s Report
Cemetery: Nothing new to report
Historian: Nothing new to report 

Memorial Book: Nothing new to report

Inventory/Insurance Record:  Nothing new to report 

Church Beautification:  Candle stands were cleaned and polished this month.  

Environmental: Air purifiers need to be serviced and cleaned.  

Consultant: Nothing to report at this time 

Team Projects: 

Choir Room: The natural brick wall still needs to be trimmed and the wall cleaned or painted. Mike will discuss this with Father Andrew. 

Parking lot: Nothing new to report 

Old Basement remodel: Nothing new to report 

Father Andrew’s Office:  Both Nick and Steve were consulted and the importance of getting this done before winter was stressed.

Sound System:  A new amplifier was purchased but some bugs still need to be worked out.   

Elevator button:  Solutions for this problem were discussed and are pending.  

New Fence :   Our lawyer went to apply for the variance and the county asked for additional documents stating who was putting up the fence and for proof of license.  These were obtained and will be submitted as well. .

New Sign:  On hold for now.

Brick Staining:  On hold.

Phones and Fire Alarm:  The phones went out for a period of time shutting down the fire alarm system.  Steve looked into this and the phones came back online and everything seems to be fine at this point.

Handicapped Parking: I spoke to the congregation about not blocking the sidewalk when parking and Father Andrew purchased and replace the guest signs with handicapped signs.  This should relieve the problem.

Elevator Shaft:  Laurie brought up the point that when the elevator is in use and at the bottom the shaft is open and children playing could climb up and we could have a major fall into the shaft.  This was discussed and we agreed that something in terms of a barrier should be put up.  It was suggested that we talk to Svetlana Lynch about designing something to build to correct this.  

PADS Program:  In preparation for the upcoming Pads program,  Nick will finish the trim  in the old basement and repair the existing light fixtures.  Tammy will purchase three additional tables and needed chairs for them to be used for the program.  Steve will contact a locksmith and have the appropriate dead bolts installed and also the panic bar on the basement door.  We may actually need two new doors to replace old ones.  

.Additions:
Luba mentioned that some of the coffee ladies have reported a smell coming from the water. Mike will take care of this.
EVANGELISM TEAM LEADER—Pearl Homiak present, ( report brought to meeting)
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT TEAM LEADER—Luba Johnson present, written report submitted

Fellowship – Luba Johnson/Nadia Doss:    
· September 30 – St. Luke will host an Italian luncheon for Fr. Andrew.  Net collection will be given to Fr. Andrew to offset his expenses in Romania

· Adults – Min. donation $10

· Children Ages 6-12 – Min. donation $4

· October 28 – Oktoberfest Luncheon (St. Luke Celebration/Welcome home


 Fr. Andrew) 

· Adults – Min. donation $10

Children Ages 6-12 – Min. donation $4

· Discussion have begun with Women’s Ministry on having a “Lady’s Night Out”

Coffee Hour Ministry – Luba Johnson:  The following have been scheduled for

 Coffee Hostesses:
September 30 - Luncheon for Fr. Andrew

October 7 - Tanya Andoniadis and Julie Wojcik

October 14 - Nadia Doss and Chris Zubenko

October 21 - Allison DeYoung and Karen Verderber

October 28 – Oktoberfest Luncheon (St. Luke Celebration/Welcome back Fr. Andrew)

November 4 - Linda Kopulos and Esther Poulos

November 11 - Christina Morales and Diane Nickolaou

November 18 (Lenten) -  Ellen Seper and Laurie Bauml

November 25 (Lenten) - Caye Caswick and Tammy Tsiones

Prayer Ministry – Mary Kincaid 

For the month of August St. Luke’s prayer group prayed for approximately 52 persons plus our military persons, pregnancy ladies and for the victims of the collapsed bridge in Minneapolis.  

Birthday Ministry – Svetlana Lynch continues to send out card for birthdays and anniversaries.

Sunshine Ministry -  Luba Johnson

Brick was donated in memory of Mable Dandeles (Dennis Dandeles’s mother)

Restaurant Rovers – No ministry chairperson

No activity at this time.

Women’s Ministry – Linda Kopulos and Michaelyn Sloan: 

No activity these past few months.  A discussion has been started regarding having a 

“Lady’s Night Out”.

Women’s Lenten Retreat will be held the second Saturday of Great Lent.

Flower Ministry – Esther Poulos

Cross was decorated for September 14th  services.

Children Adoption – Michaelyn Sloan – No activity to report at this time
Children Ministry  - No report at this time
Christmas Decoration Ministry –  Seasonal - No report at this time

Restaurant Rovers – No ministry chairperson - No activity at this time.
Comments:

Some parishioners who are new joiners have brought it to my attention that their birthdays have not been mentioned in the Sunday bulletin.

Can the new members names with birthdays and anniversaries, please be given to me, so that, I can add them to the list and give to Lana Lynch.

DIOCESAN/ALL-AMERICAN DELEGATE— Anthea Lukoshonak present, (report brought to meeting)
FINANCIAL SECRETARY—Philip Nezanov absent, written report submitted

	2007 BUDGET v. ACTUAL

	
	Budgeted
	Actual Pledges
	Goodwill
	Actual Total
	YTD Actual Total

	January
	 $    12,863.23 
	 $      11,173.00 
	 $        797.00 
	 $   11,970.00 
	 $        11,970.00 

	February
	 $    12,863.23 
	 $      11,639.00 
	 $        765.00 
	 $   12,404.00 
	 $        24,374.00 

	March
	 $    12,863.23 
	 $      12,577.00 
	 $        407.00 
	 $   12,984.00 
	 $        37,358.00 

	April
	 $    12,883.23 
	 $      14,947.00 
	 $        634.00 
	 $   15,581.00 
	 $        52,939.00 

	May
	 $    12,969.90 
	 $      11,962.00 
	 $        499.00 
	 $   12,461.00 
	 $        65,400.00 

	June
	 $    12,994.90 
	 $      10,550.00 
	 $        223.00 
	 $   10,773.00 
	 $        76,173.00 

	July
	 $    13,319.90 
	 $      13,420.00 
	 $        222.00 
	 $   13,642.00 
	 $        89,815.00 

	August
	 $    13,323.90 
	 $      10,645.00 
	 $        134.00 
	 $   10,779.00 
	 $      100,594.00 

	September
	 $    13,323.90 
	 $       9,563.00 
	 $        254.00 
	 $     9,817.00 
	

	October
	 $    13,323.90 
	
	
	
	

	November
	 $    13,323.90 
	
	
	
	

	December
	 $    13,323.90 
	
	
	
	

	
	 $  157,377.12 
	 $    106,476.00 
	 $     3,935.00 
	 $ 110,411.00 
	


TREASURER’S REPORT— Robert Zubenko present, 
ASSISTANT LAYPERSON REPORT—Caye Caswick, present, written report submitted
Stewardship:

Nothing new to report, unless Phil has news.

Charities:
[NO CHARITY REPORT FROM KAREN VERDERBER]

We have a July 2007 charity; but nothing selected for June 2007.  Below is our list of Charities:

1. "OCF – Real Break" request for support for Guatemala trip on March 11 from Juliana Khouri to serve Hogan Rafael Ayan Orphanage

2. "Ilaasi, Friends of St. Herman's Seminary" Kodiak Alaska Fundraising 2006

3. "OCA Mission Appeal 2006"

4. "OCMC 2006 Mission Appeal" [MARCH, 2006]
5. "Teybeh Housing for needy Christians in Israel" [YO Charity, APRIL 2006]
6. "Project Mexico." [JUNE, 2006]
7. "IOCC" [MAY, 2006/Banquet]
8. Popescu [JULY 2006]
9.
PLOWS [AUGUST 2006]

10.
Sts. Cyril & Methodius Orthodox Church Iconostas Appeal

11. Little Lambs Orphanage, India (website for your perusal:  http://www.llcm.org/default.htm)

12. IOCC/Lebanon [SEPTEMBER 2006]
13. Pregnancy Assistance South Suburban (PASS) [OCTOBER, 2006]
14. OCMC (Romanian Mission) [NOVEMBER 2006]
15. Flight 93 National Memorial, Somerset PA (Shanksville)

16. Special Needy Requests [DECEMBER 2006]
17. PADS Homeless Shelter [FEBRUARY 2007]
18. Coptic Orphans in Egypt [MARCH 2007]
19. Holy Myrrhbearer’s Monastery Roof [APRIL 2007]
20. IOCC Annual Banquet [MAY 2007]
21. Come Receive the Light [JUNE 2007]
22. OCMC – Tanzania [JULY 2007]
23. St. Vladimir’s Seminary [AUGUST 2007]
24. OCMC – Romania [SEPTEMBER 2007]/Flight 93 National Memorial [SEPTEMBER 2007]
List obtained from Karen Verderber:

1. Together We Cope (A homeless preg. agency out of Tinley Park)

2. St. Herman Theo. Sem. out of Kodiak AL.

3. Come Receive the Light, supporting Ortho. Christian Network Broadcasting out of Fort Lauderdale Fl.

4. Emmaus House, Harlem, NY, working with the poor

5. Martha and Mary House, Ortho. Christian Maternity Home out of Escondido Ca.

6. St. Vladimir's O.T.S.

7. Religious Books For Russia out of Lagrangeville N.Y.--Karen

Special Projects:

I am scanning documents for our website, recipes, articles, old publications, bible study documents, etc. and have gotten the assistance of Katerina Claiborne in this regard.  I've been assisting Philip in a monthly rotation as 2nd counter.  I continue to research Ivan Mlinar and am having Fr. John Memorich in Cleveland ask one of his parishioners assist me in the transcription of his interview with Fr. Borichevsky.  Am trying to research an award Mr. Mlinar received from the Most Holy Synod of Russia in 1896 and trying to get more information on his trip to San Francisco.  Also assisting Fr. Andrew in researching the history of our property and the likelihood of whether Fr. Marquette and/or Louis Joliet wintered on or near the property.  While attending the Evangelism Conference at Antiochian Village over Labor Day weekend, I was able to secure Fr. Kevin Scherer, Executive Director of OCF, as our 2008 Patriot’s Day speaker.  I have also volunteered to assist with the Food Team for our PADS participation this winter
LAY CHAIRPERSON REPORT  Ken Stevens absent, written report submitted 

Dear Council Members:
 

I am in town this week, but am scheduled to be with some European clients this Tuesday evening from Switzerland .  I will probably not be able to attend Parish Council...but I'm sure my dear colleague-in-good-standing, Caye Caswick, will wield a good gavel in my stead.   Ha-ha.
 

Anyway,  as for my monthly report, I submit to you the 8-minute movie attached below and forwarded from Joe Kormos, the OCA's Parish Health Facilitator, who will lead our St. Luke planning Meeting November 2-3.  Joe forwarded this video last week, and with our impending venture into PADS, this is good analogy in many ways on how a sister Orthodox parish has approached, and ultimately embraced, a similar style program.  I encourage you all to listen in on this short video discussion.  Per this link-attached video, St. Gregory of Nyssa OCA in Columbus (Fr. Daniel Rental) started a lunch for the homeless program...some key takeaway observations:
· In the beginning, it was difficult to get people to embrace, but generally, the parish has come to accept the positive aspects of the venture 

· The whole initiative has been an evolution, and they continue to expand/grow it in the positive sense. 

· The program has been expanded beyond lunch to include ministry and evangelization, including job skills training, lessons in Orthodoxy, etc. 

· The parish has invited the neighbors to also participate in volunteering. 

· In the final analysis, they feel the parish has been blessed and the effort has given the entire parish a more meaningful Christian experience. 

 

This provides some valuable encouragement as we begin participating in the PADS program next month.
 
All His Blessings,
 
Ken
 

 

PASTORAL REPORT—Father Andrew Harrison  present, written report submitted

· Meetings –  3
· Services –   11 (Liturgies, Vespers, Matins)

· Hospital calls 1
· Morning prayers –  5

· Counseling  - 4

· Garden Center  - 2, 20 attending
· Car Mileage, Total miles 1,227.  –   Business miles =  1,177. Personal miles = 50              

· Odometer reading, Aug 1 – 81,517 Aug 31 – 82,744

· Bible study class will begin on Oct. 17 Wednesday night at 7 PM Lee will teach the class.

· 9/11 Program. Very well done. I commend the committee. Received many compliments

· Attended Evangelism conference and served the Liturgy at State College in Pennsylvania

· Pick up Icon of St. Herman from Cheryl Pituch. This is the first of a set for the narthex

· Visited St. Mark Coptic Church

· Attended a meeting of the OCMC Chicago Team

· Speaker system is still cutting out – I have informed the repairman. 

· Altar servers, John Verderber – I will be planning an outing for the Altar Servers and Handmaidens now that everyone is back from vacation. Hopefully for October.   
· Handmaidens, Lynn Betsanes:. Now that Church School is in session, hopefully we can stick to our Handmaiden schedule more closely.   Otherwise nothing is new. 
· Readers. Jim has resigned as head of the Readers ministry. This will be taken over by John Verderber. He recommended that Phil Neznenov take over the Altar Server ministry.
· Choir, Maria Vrame: Put together music program for Patriot Day Program which involved a couple of rehearsals and learning of  a new hymn and  patriotic  song. I am desperately trying to find an assistant director. 
· Altar Vestments, Helen Partoll: The gold covers were ironed and put on. The green and red covers will be cleaned.
Luba made a motion to accept the reports as presented. Mike  2nd. All agreed.

OLD BUSINESS

Charity Approval for October
Caye moved that the OCF be the charity for October. Mike 2nd   One abstention.
Natural Church Development

Discussion deferred until Ken returns.  Caye will make hotel arrangements for Joe Kormos when he comes in Novermber.
NEW BUSINESS

Stewardship
Father asked Caye to draft a stewardship letter in his absence- to be reviewed when he returns from Romania
Lay Delegate to Diocesan Assembly

Anthea will not be able to attend the Diocesan Assembly in Cleveland this October. Luba moved that Lee Kopulos be the Lay Delegate to the  Diocesan Assembly in Cleveland. Anthea 2nd All approved
Bylaws Revision

Father would like the Bylaws to be updated. Both he and Bob saw the need for certain revisions. Father was hoping that Liz Wasilkowsky would be available to help with this project. 
CLOSING PRAYER

Luba made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mike 2nd. All Agreed. The meeting was adjourned at 9 P.M.
Submitted by Debra Dandeles, Council Secretary
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