
Minutes subject 

to approval

St. Luke Orthodox Church

Parish Council Meeting

Date: 3/18/08 

PRESENT:
Father Andrew Harrison, Lay Chairperson Steve Hansen, Outreach Team Leader Caye Caswick , Diocesan/All-American Delegate, Lee Kopulos,  Financial Secretary Jill Olson, Education Team Leader Maria Kopulos in Cheryl Evangelopoulos’s stead, Property Team Leader, Phil Neznanov, Treasurer Christine Bowen, Assistant Lay Chairperson Scott Claiborne, and Community Team Leader Luba Johnson.
UNABLE TO ATTEND: 
Secretary Debra Dandeles.
Meeting brought to order at 7:10 P.M. with  Bible Study Genesis 4-5.  We had a prayer and sung We Venerate Your Most Pure Image Troparion from Sunday of Orthodoxy.
MINUTES

Approval of minutes from the February 2008 meeting was tabled until the April meeting due to secretary’s absence.
REPORTS

EDUCATION TEAM LEADER—Cheryl Evangelopulos, absent, Maria Kopulos represented Cheryl at this meeting and read/discussed Cheryl’s report. 
Church School - Maria Kopulos

• Family Lenten Retreat, themed “Living the Jesus Prayer” is scheduled for

Sunday, April 6th. This will be for children ages pre-school-12th grade. An

instructional Divine Liturgy will be held for the children (only) in the “old

basement” and the adults will have their own regularly scheduled Liturgy

with Fr. Howard Sloan. Students will all have agape lunch immediately

following, adults will have regularly scheduled coffee hour. Those adults

that are registered for the retreat will have a Lenten Bible Study and

agape lunch beginning at noon, everyone resuming at 2:30 p.m.

• Furniture- Furniture has been ordered for the 1st & second grade classes.

Three tables and 10 chairs, totaling approx. $740.00

• March Sundays of Great Lent

• Students are asked to donate items for the PADS homeless women.

During the Sundays of March they are to bring the following items to their

classrooms:

Grade Level Items

Pre-school Travel size toothpaste

Kg-lst Socks

Grades 2,3 Shampoo

Grades 4,5 Toothbrushes

Jr High – 7,8 Deodorants / Body Lotions

High School Travel size soaps

• April Sundays of Great Lent

Students will be asked to donate items for our troops as indicated in the

Sunday bulletin. Each class will be assigned a list of suggested items.

Teachers will contact parents via email by the beginning of April.

Youth Organization “YO”) - Lauren Dandeles

• April 6th PASS Baby Shower: YO will donate the coffee hour as a baby

shower to raise money for the PASS walk and items (diapers, baby

items…) for them as well.

• April 13th (Saturday): YO and other youth (families included) will walk the

PASS walk for Life held in Frankfort.

• More information to be advertised about this!

Adult Education Report - March 2008

• The School of the Seventy’s curriculum development continues. Of the

seven certificates, four now have draft pages under way (up from two as

of last report); no work has been done on the three remaining certificate

curricula.

• The two Bible study groups continue.

• Clark has been bringing guests to St. Luke’s on Sunday mornings and

have given them materials ranging from a Bible to a CD recording of an

Orthodox Liturgy. The guests continue to be very active inquirers.

• The informal coffee-hour bookstore-table discussion group has been less

fruitful, partly due to the absence of some regulars.

Movie Club - Ken Stevens

The movie club will not be meeting until after Pascha due to the schedule of Fr.

during lent. The next meeting will be in May, no exact date set yet. The selection

at that time will be “The Monastery: Mr. Vig & the Nun.” (see below)

The Monastery: Mr. Vig & the Nun (2006)

Synopsis:

Wills are tested, and lives are changed forever in this heartwarming and often hilarious

documentary that tells the story of two very different, yet equally

obstinate, people thrown together by chance--or destiny. Lovable, eccentric, and

decidedly set in his ways, Mr. Vig is an 82-year-old virgin living alone in a

dilapidated castle in the Danish countryside. Sister Ambrosija is a young,

ambitious, headstrong Russian Orthodox nun (think "control freak"). All his life,

Mr. Vig has dreamed of turning his castle into a Russian orthodox monastery. His

dream may finally come true when the patriarchate agrees to send nuns and

priests to appraise and help develop the site. The delegation is led by Sister

Ambrosija, who has her own ideas about the way a monastery should look and

be run. Director Pernille Rose Grønkjær unwittingly becomes an unseen

character in her own delightfully unique documentary. Mr. Vig asks the filmmaker

for advice and, at times, even help with the chores as Sister Ambrosija's

demands for repairs pile up. Painterly cinematography captures the fallen

majesty of the castle in subdued hues, while casual interviews explore Mr. Vig's

childhood and his views on life, love, religion, and even Sister Ambrosija, his

nemesis, who becomes, arguably, his closest friend. -- © Sundance Film

Festival. [Less]

Jr Olympics - Chuck Bern

Chuck has the information on the sign-up and deadline for Jr. Olympics. He is

making up flyers for the bulletin so we can get the word out early enough to

create some excitement. Chuck does, however, suggest a minimal fee to be

paid by each participant. We haven’t done that in the past, but it may defray

some of the cost of admittance & if nothing else for the cost of the t-shirts. This

also may make the participants less likely to be a no-show on Saturday

morning.

Book store - Dn. Danial

Dn. Danial had ordered 2 dozen of the new Orthodox
Maria stated that Sheila is working on the Nave bulletin board.  Maria also corrected that the PASS Baby Shower will be May 4th and the PASS Walk for Life will be May 10th.
PROPERTY TEAM LEADER—Phil Neznanov, present, written report submitted. 
Property Team Report March 16, 2008

Team Leader Philip Neznanov: philip.neznanov@gmail.com

1 - Maintenance- Nick Liscowski  sueandnick@comcast.net 

2 – Safety - Steve Hansen  shansen@ameritech.net
3 – Cell Phone Towers- Greg Wassilkowsky GENWASS@attbi.com
4 - Inventory- Diane Wilczak Dwilczak@aol.com
5 – Strategic Planning- Ken Stevens kstevens@abelson-taylor.com
6 - Cemetery- Maria Vrame geomarvrame@sbcglobal.net 

7 - Historian- Tammy Tsiones ttsiones@comcast.net
8 - Supply- Detrie Zacharias detrie@NBiTechnologies.com. 

9 – Church Beautification - Laureen Bauml labauml@attbi.com
10 – Environmental – Dennis Dandelas – dandeles9aol.com 

11 - Kitchen – Carla Stevens – carlaken@sbcglobal.net
12 – Consultant - Pat Dravillas pdravillas@sbcglobal.net
Disbursements: Please note that according to a council resolution, all expenditures must go thru the team leader and not directly to the treasurer. Expenditures must be approved in advance due to our tight budget or you may incur the expenses yourself.

Expected expenses this month: unknown

Kitchen Ministry: Nothing new to report

Safety Ministry:  Nothing new to report

Maintenance Report: Nick Lisowski is planning to paint the stairwell to the church hall and the ceiling of the nave. Ther is no set date yet, but this needs to be done during Lent.
Pending Projects: 

1.Waterproofing stone above the front door. George has given Nick the information on what needs to be done.  Pending

2. Finish repairing the Air Conditioning unit for the new basement. Nick got it running again but it needs a sensor to be replaced.

3. Missing baseboard in the fellowship hall needs to be replaced. Dennis will take care of this.  

4. Father Andrew is having an AC/Heater put in his office. He got a quotes for $7500 & $12,800.

5. Lee has 3 bids for the Narthex candle stand ranging $10-11k. He wants a granite countertop. Lee feels that this can be complete in 2 weeks.

Cell Phone Towers: Nothing new to report 

Supply: Nothing new to report
Strategic Planning: See Lay Chairperson’s Report

Cemetery: Nothing new to report
Historian: Nothing new to report 

Memorial Book: Nothing new to report

Inventory/Insurance Record:  Nothing new to report 

Church Beautification:  Laurie and Nick are deciding on which color to paint the stairwell leading to the church hall. They plan on using off-white paint in the stairwell. Laurie wants to carpet the stairwell with the same type of carpet that is in the Sacristy.

Environmental: The two main air purifiers in the fellow ship hall and the choir loft have been serviced and reset.  Dennis will take care of the one in the old basement next.

Consultant: Nothing to report at this time 

Team Projects: 

Choir Room: The natural brick wall still needs to be trimmed and the wall cleaned or painted. Mike will discuss this with Father Andrew. 

Parking lot: Nothing new to report 

Father Andrew’s Office:  Both Nick and Steve were consulted and the importance of getting this done before winter was stressed.

Elevator button:  Solutions for this problem were discussed and are pending.  

New Sign:  On hold for now.

Elevator Shaft:  Pat Dravillas has spoken to Svetlana and plans should be in the process. 

Roof leaks:  There is a sizeable leak in the bell tower area and some of the old leaks in the rest of the building have resurfaced.  Nick will call the roofer about this and get these repaired.

Painting:  Nick is going to take a week off of work and paint the walls of the church.  It will be blue on the sidewalls and white on the ceiling per Father Andrew’s instructions.  This would also be the time to install the icon in the center of the ceiling.  This will take about a week and we will pay Nick for this project.  Nick has estimated the costs at approximately $4k.  Nick intends to show Fr. Andrew the paint samples this Tuesday and paint during Lent.

Fence:  George has been given the go ahead and will begin the project with the changing of the width of the entrance.  This can not be done until March when the asphalt companies open.  Also we are in the process of designing the brick walls to be installed.  George feels that this can be completed by Pascha.  

Phil reported that the pre-Pascha carpet cleaning and basement waxing will be postponed until after Nick Lisowski completes the church painting.  Steve asked for clarification on the natural brick wall trimming.  Father and Steve reported that Greg Wassilkowski had recently negotiated a new antennae on one of the cell towers which would bring in an additional $2,600.00 per month with an annual 3% increase through the year 2019.  Luba asked for clarification on the issues of paint color, the possible solutions regarding the elevator button, the issues on the elevator shaft.  Luba also wanted to make sure we spoke to Nick about tax implications of paying him and/or issuing a 1099 for his work.
OUTLOOK TEAM LEADER—Caye Caswick present. Written report submitted. 
1) Proposals for the redesign of the Narthex.  We have received two with one more coming.  It looks like a cost of around $10-11,000 including a much needed cabinet for the sacristy. I expect to have a decision for your approval in the next two weeks.
GARDEN CENTER:

On Monday, March 3rd, Father Andrew, Mary Kincaid, Caye Caswick, Stea Zekios visited the Residential home of Garden Center Services.  Father read a Bible story about the apostles fishing in Lake Galilee and Jesus walking on the water.  Father then conducted a prayer service.  Everyone participated whole heartedly.  Father spoke to the group about "thinking you're better than someone else."  Afterwards, the residents joined us in a sampling of the food Orthodox Christians eat during the Great Lent.  Mary Kincaid brought a "dairy free" chocolate cake, Caye brought halushky, Stea brought grape leaf rolls and I brought Potato & Cheese and Sauerkraut Pierogi.  The clients really enjoyed the food and ate almost everything.  Everyone chatted with each other and enjoyed the food and drinks.







Christine Bowen

BLOOD DRIVE:

Nothing new on the blood drive.  Still scheduled for the last Sunday in July which is July 27th.  We are kind of having a health weekend because on the 26th of July (Sat.) we are also doing the Life Line Screening.  Father wanted to combine the two and do a "health weekend".  I think he will be out of the country then so I will have to get the information from him to know what and if I am suppose to do anything on that Sat.  I will be looking for some help on Sunday for the blood drive.  Maybe 2-3 people...I need someone to move the table and chairs, although maybe we will now do that on Sat. depending on how the people want the Life line screening area set up.  Anyway, I will know more once I talk to someone.  Father was the contact person for it last year so that's why I am a little unclear of what needs to be done.  Father just sent me an e-mail and wants to know if we can change the blood drive date from July 27th to August 10th.  He has the life screening set up for August 9th.  I just put in a call to Heartland Center in Tinley and talked to the lady I work with and she needs to check on that date.  She won't be able to get back to me until Monday as she has a big blood drive at a high school tomorrow.  As soon as I hear something next week, I will let you and Father know.  So.... I am not sure about the information I sent you earlier this week for the meeting tomorrow about the blood drive and life screening dates.








Sharon Mochel

MEDIA:

My report for the month of Feb and March is that I am continuing to do the family portraits and media conversions for Father Andrew.  I am also trying to create You Tube videos from longer videos, both the Christmas pageant and a liturgy video.







George Poulos

INTERNET:

Since our last report, 10 events posted, 2 additions to the humor section, 1 addition to the kids page, the PADS manual was posted, Preparation For Confession 2 posted under parish info, St. John Chrysostom:  The Prophet of Charity posted under charity, under Iconography:  "The "Unfading Bloom" Icon Of The Most Holy Theotokos, also under parish info - Fr. Marquette's Mission and the Calumet Portage, An alternate history of the founding of the city of Chicago, under You Tube: 10 Additional Video Links Added, under the faith - Carpatho-Russia: The Land of a Thousand Villages. A History of the Ruthenia, Galicia, Lemko, and Orthodox Greek Catholic Unia, Evangelist: Winter 2008: Articles and PDF copy posted, and 16 new hour of Orthodoxy programs from 1982 posted.  So far only one personal statement received and no reports from the team leaders concerning questionable ministries and ministry leaders.  Also the site has been running slow, we may have to consider upgrading our server which may need additional funds.









Mike Bauml

SANCTITY OF LIFE:

In May there is the Hike for Life in Frankfort.  YO went last year.  I am hoping they are interested again.  It is the Sat. before Mother's Day.  Theresa would like to help me by organizing a Coffee Hour Shower....the week before Mother's Day? or maybe the week after?  YO would decorate the basement in pink and blue....serve cupcakes and punch, etc...those who come to coffee hour are asked to bring a box of diapers, etc or place a donation in a cute decorated box...for PASS.  Also hope to set a date in the summer with the help of the Restaurant Rovers to eat at Bogart's Steak House in downtown Tinley and walk to PASS.  They will give us a tour of their new facility and serve dessert.









Mary Jo Werbiansky
PADS:

Our St. Luke Night of Sharing (SLNS) continues as we provide hope and encouragement for our homeless guests as well as become better acquainted with our fellow-parishioner volunteers.  Throughout this winter we have been housing 15 to 21 guests, almost all of which have been women (very few children have come).  More guests seem to come on the warmer nights than on the colder ones.  Emergencies have been rare and have included only a few 911 calls, mainly for medication-related problems.  Last Tuesday morning a pregnant lady went into labor.  However, the paramedics responded within a few minutes and took her to the hospital.  Cook County police have been very cordial and responsive during the very few times we have interacted with them, usually when they bring a potential guest after 10:00 PM.  Whenever issues come up that need special attention, I call PADS the next day to discuss the problem(s) and possible solutions, but again this doesn’t happen very often.  The response to my request to St. Luke parish for volunteers has been very good.  So far my continual prayers for staffing for our SLNS have always been answered.  Only six more weeks are left of our 2007-08 SLNS, the last night of which is on Bright Monday (April 28th).









Pearl Homiak

ALCOHOLISM:

Caye is assisting in scanning the Romanian Church’s Handbook on Alcoholism.  Also looking to possibly opening our building to AA, AlAnon and/or ACOA.









Father Andrew

OUTREACH:

Diocesan Rep. Report

The clergy of the Diocese met Feb. 11-13 at the Carmelite Retreat Center, Darien, IL.

A Short Discussion on the History of the Ecclesiology of the Church.

Fr. Robert Arida of Holy Trinity Cathedral in Boston presented a discussion on how the Church should be organized (Ecclesiology) given the fact that the OCA needs reform.  The original structure of the Holy Orthodox Church in its early phase was on the basis of conciliarity between bishop, clergy and laity.  A strong emphasis for the Church was placed in the Eucharist.  In Acts 15 we see that the Apostles, elders and whole Church chose men along with Paul and Barnabas to deliver decisions of the whole council to Antioch (Acts 15:22).  The Holy Spirit was deemed active in them here, “For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us…(Acts 15:28).

Later after the Christian Church became the Faith of the Empire (The Byzantine Era) a symphonia between the Church and State is realized.  Lay participation is non-existent.  The Emperor plays a major role along with the Bishops.  The Seven Ecumenical councils are called and helps form the Church as it grows and develops.

The OCA is organized similar to the reforms of The Moscow Council of 1917-18.  It sought to bring back a more conciliar format for the Church after Peter the Great reduced the church to a department of state.  According to Fr. Arida the implementation of conciliarity was not successful here in America.  While he does not give a specific reasons, certainly the onslaught of communism hindered this approach in Russia and Episcopal dominance here in America even though the OCA Statues are clear.

Where are we going?  Fr. Arida claims that although the OCA was designed under conciliar structure, it became very quickly dominated by the episcopacy.  This has sparked a wave of anti-clericalism, parochialism and individualism.  He believes we need to get back to conciliarity.  How this is done is another matter and not discussed by him.

The diocesan discussion then concluded the best way to get back to conciliarity and fire people up was witnessed at the All American Council in Toronto where mission was discussed.  Soon the Toronto Assembly recognized that the OCA had not been mission minded yet its visionary statements all reflected this central focus of mission.  Therefore, the Midwest Diocesan Council will work up a resolution for the AAC in Pittsburgh in November to reorganize the OCA diocese along functions that reflect an evangelical vision.

Also, the meeting formulated statements and concerns on the selection and election of metropolitans and bishops including term limits for a metropolitan and procedures for no-confidence and exit from the position.  A mandatory retirement age of 75 for both.

This body is recommending a complete diocesan territory review for possible reorganization coupled with a minimum of functions at the national church level since there has been function overlapping.  These changes would reduce the amount of money needed at the national level and give more to a diocese.

I will report on the final draft of these resolution and proposals as they come available.  It is sufficient to say here that this diocese is very serious in its quest to correct the terrible administrative misconduct of the recent past and to offer concrete and proper reforms for the OCA to consider redeeming itself and keeping its future for the generations to come.

What we are seeking is a renewal in the Church similar to St. Paul’s exhortation to the Romans 12:2, “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that we may prove  what is good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” 

Evangelism Report

Currently, we are working on two major projects:

2) A new Welcome Brochure for the newly arrived guest.  In fact we will produce two types – one for the Orthodox guest and one for the non- Orthodox. These will be in color with photos and in a new folder with Welcome printed on the front.









Lee Kopulos

THE EVANGELIST:

The deadline for articles for the Spring Evangelist is Friday, March 21st.  The theme is prayer.  The response from the writers in our parish has not been great, so if there is anyone on the parish council who could submit an article, I would appreciate it.  So far, Stea is planning to send me something written by one/some of her Church School students, Mary Kincaid wrote a short article, and Else Tennessen will be sending me something.  Also plan to have/write something about the Women's Retreat.  I thought it might be a good idea to print photos of the new council.  Kind of an introduction to this year's council.  Please check if anyone has objections to this.  I can get photos from the web site. 









Diane Wilczak

PATRIOT’S DAY (9/11):

Have a speaker for 2008, contacting the Flight 93 Memorial National Monument about a possible 2009 speaker.









Caye Caswick

LOST SHEEP:

Saw the Lewis family last week, otherwise nothing new to report.









Caye Caswick

CALENDAR:

No report received (Pat Dime)

 Blood Drive and Health Screening will be August 9-10, 2008 instead of July 27th.
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT TEAM LEADER—Luba Johnson present, written report submitted.
General Comments:

I would like to suggest that we establish a yearly event calendar as we had in the past, to avoid over-scheduling events.  
Do we want to have a luncheon to help sponsor Fr. Andrew’s missionary trip this summer?  Last year’s luncheon brought in $500.00.
Fellowship Ministry

Special Events – Nadia Doss and Luba Johnson

· March 2nd St. Luke hosted their annual New Member’s Luncheon.  Total expenses came to approximately $800; $546.00 was deposited into General Funds from Luncheon donations.

· Presanctified Liturgy –Supper Volunteer Sign-up List is available.

· April 13 – Lenten Mission Service.  A lite supper will be provided after the service in the fellowship hall.

· Luba Johnson is Chairperson of the Quad-Parish Picnic which is June 8th.  Volunteers from St. Luke are needed to help at this event.  Next planning meeting is on March 20th at 7 pm at Sts. Peter & Paul Church in Burr Ridge.

Coffee Hostesses – Shirlie Hansen 

April 6th (L)  - Chris Zubenko & Julia Wojcik

April 13th (L) - Karen Verderber & Allison De Young 
April 20th (L) - Pearl Homiak & Caye Caswick

April 27th  -     Pascha - Potluck - "Breaking of the Fast"
On May 4th, the youth group is hosting coffee hour for a special promotion supporting PASS.

 

Prayer Ministry – Mary Kincaid   

We prayed for approximately 62 persons plus our military, homeless women and children and our pregnancy ladies.

Women’s Ministry – Linda Kopulos/Michaelyn Sloan

On March 22, Saturday, 1 - 4 p.m. Annual Women’s Lenten Retreat with 

Mother Gabriella, Abbess at Dormition Monastery, will take place in the church basement.  She will speak on two subjects:  “Joy of Being A Christian” and “Acquisition of Virtues”.  An Akathist service will follow her presentations.  An honorarium of $400 will be given to the Mother Gabriella.

Ancient Faith Radio from Chesterton, Indiana  will record her presentations.

ChildrenAdoption – Michaelyn Sloan
In May St. Luke will once again be the site for the afternoon workshop for Chicago area families hosting Russian orphans.  The Bridge of Hope for Russian Children is a 5 week summer host program for Russian children, ages 6 – 12 years of age.  All of the children are available for adoption and the majority of them in the past have been adopted by their host families.  Michaelyn Sloan is coordinating this program with former parishioners and current parishioners volunteering their translation skills throughout the program

(Fr. Alexander and Oksana Lukashonak, JuliaWojcik and Lana Lynch).

Pat Harrison made Presytera Anastasia, from St. Helen and Constatine Greek Orthodox Church in Palos aware of my involvement in adoption with Orthodox Christians.  The result is that I have been in communication with both she and her husband, Fr. Jonas regarding the number of couples that seek them out nation wide regarding adoption.  I have provided them with information on both domestic and international adoption and they will refer these couples to me.

Hogar Ayau Raphael in Guatemala.  This past year I facilitated one adoption through this orphanage.  One Orthodox couple in Chicago is currently awaiting the arrival of a sibling group of two little girls they are adopting through the orphanage.  
Sunshine Ministry – Luba Johnson

We have sponsored the bulletin for Altar Bread for the health and well being of Tom Zerlentes.  A floral or fruit basket will be sent to his home.

Flowers – Esther Poulos

Envelopes for Easter Flowers were passed out Sunday, March 16th.  Donations for the flowers will be $20.  The florist will be contacted to see if Easter Lilies will be available, if not we will have to get all Hyacinths.   As far as the Tomb, the order will be the same as last year.  Decorating of the Tomb will take place on Good Friday in the morning.  Also, I will be decorating the Cross for the third Sunday of Lent.  Father Andrew always orders the Palms and Bay Leaves.   Pat Harrison does the wreath for Holy Thursday.  
Birthday Ministry – Lana Lynch
Birthday and Anniversary cards continue to be mailed out.

Birthday and/or Anniversary additions and corrections should be emailed to Fr. Andrew,

Lana Lynch and Luba Johnson.

Restaurant Rovers – Patricia Dravillas and Shirlie Hansen

Restaurant Rovers will begin after Pascha.  First outing is being planned for June.

Children Ministry – Diane Nickolaou

Seasonal - No report at this time.

Christmas Decoration Ministry – Sharon Mochel
Seasonal - No report at this time.

 Luba requested that Ministries please inform her directly if they make any plans that will affect the scheduling of Coffee Hour hostesses or if they plan to have a special event that will include a luncheon.  A discussion to have a luncheon to raise funds for Father Andrew’s Missionary trip to Romania some Sunday in mid-July was agreed upon.
DIOCESAN/ALL-AMERICAN DELEGATE— Lee Kopulos present, .
TREASURER’S REPORT— Christine Bowen present, written report submitted.
	St. Luke the Evangelist Orthodox Church

	2008 Operating Budget

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	YTD
	YTD
	

	INCOME
	
	Actual
	Budget
	Difference

	2007 Carry-Over
	
	
	500 
	(500)

	Contributions
	
	1,255 
	2,500 
	(1,245)

	Holiday Services
	
	
	500 
	(500)

	Ministry Team's Contributions
	
	
	2,500 
	(2,500)

	Pledges & Assignments
	
	28,083 
	27,833 
	250 

	
	
	TOTAL INCOME:
	29,338 
	33,833 
	(4,496)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	EXPENSES
	
	
	
	

	Cleaning Staff
	
	1,730 
	1,685 
	(45)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pastoral Expenses
	
	
	
	

	
	Automobile Expenses
	
	1,543 
	1,333 
	(210)

	
	Continuing Education
	
	
	133 
	133 

	
	Life Insurance
	
	300 
	300 
	0 

	
	Medical Insurance
	
	500 
	3,850 
	3,350 

	
	Military Insurance Coverage
	
	
	(3,350)
	(3,350)

	
	Pension
	
	1,608 
	1,608 
	0 

	
	Phone Allowance
	
	267 
	267 
	(0)

	
	Social Security
	
	1,025 
	1,025 
	0 

	
	Workmen's Compensation
	
	
	245 
	245 

	
	
	
	5,243 
	5,412 
	169 

	Pastoral Compensation
	
	
	
	

	
	Housing Allowance
	
	5,666 
	5,667 
	1 

	
	Pastoral Compensation
	
	4,333 
	4,333 
	0 

	
	
	TOTAL PASTORAL:
	9,999 
	10,000 
	1 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ministries
	
	
	
	

	
	Community Development Team
	
	2,346 
	2,667 
	320 

	
	Education Team
	
	210 
	667 
	457 

	
	Evangelist Team
	
	1,432 
	1,167 
	(266)

	
	Liturgical Ministry & Choir
	
	960 
	1,000 
	41 

	
	Property Team (Maintenance)
	
	2,218 
	4,167 
	1,949 

	
	
	TOTAL MINISTRIES:
	7,166 
	9,667 
	2,501 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other Expenses
	
	
	
	

	
	Administrative & Travel
	
	405 
	667 
	261 

	
	OCA Assessment
	
	4,482 
	3,659 
	(823)

	
	Office Supplies
	
	839 
	500 
	(339)

	
	Property Insurance
	
	
	750 
	750 

	
	Utilities
	
	2,593 
	1,750 
	(843)

	
	
	TOTAL OTHER EXPENSES:
	8,320 
	7,325 
	(994)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	OVERALL TOTAL
	
	32,457 
	34,089 
	1,631 

	
	
	
	
	
	


FINANCIAL SECRETARY—Jill Olson present, written report submitted.  
	February 2008 Contribution Report

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	               P l e d g e s               
	
	Pledge 

	
	Budget 
	Actual 
	Other 
	Total 
	Variance 

	Jan
	$12,034
	$14,049
	$1,195
	$15,244
	$2,015

	Feb
	$13,863
	$12,990
	$636
	$13,626
	-$873

	Mar
	
	
	
	
	

	Apr
	
	
	
	
	

	May
	
	
	
	
	

	Jun
	
	
	
	
	

	Jul
	
	
	
	
	

	Aug
	
	
	
	
	

	Sep
	
	
	
	
	

	Oct
	
	
	
	
	

	Nov
	
	
	
	
	

	Dec
	
	
	
	
	

	Total YTD
	$25,897
	$27,039
	$1,832
	$28,871
	$1,142


Steve requested an additional column on Jill’s report entitled Total Variance.
ASSISTANT LAYPERSON REPORT—Scott Claiborne, present, oral report presented.
LAY CHAIRPERSON REPORT  Steve Hansen present, written report submitted. 
I have only one item to report on this month.  Ken Stevens met with myself, Father Andrew, and Caye Caswick on 3/2/08 to discuss a possible follow-up session with Joe Kormos (Parish Health Facilitator) from the OCA Diocese of the Midwest.  

Ken communicated to Joe that we would be interested in a follow-up session to deal with possible options regarding the steady growth at St. Luke parish.  We have tentatively scheduled an afternoon session with Joe on Saturday. May 31.  The session would be open to all interested parishioners. 

More to come on this topic… 

 Discussed what Team the Strategic Planning Committee should fall under, as Property is not appropriate. 
PASTORAL REPORT—Father Andrew Harrison  present, written report submitted. 
· Meetings –  3
· Services –   20 (Liturgies, Vespers, Matins)

· Morning prayers –  4

· Funerals - 1

· Counseling  - 1

· House calls/blessings – 3

· Bible study – 1

· Hospital Visits 1

· Confessions  - 5

· PADS Visits – 3

· Attended retreat for the Orthodox Clergy of Chicago on Suicide Prevention and Clergy Stress presented by Bishop Mark of Toledo

· Invocation and Benediction at the Lemont Police station ground breaking ceremony

· Garden Center service – 1 with 20 attending

· .New antenna.

· .Car needs to be replaced – I will purchase my own car and turn in mileage for reimbursement

· .We need upgrading on cleaning and cleaning supplies

· .Volunteered for an OCMC mission trip to Romania July 21 to Aug 6

· .Car Mileage, Total miles = 1, 363,  Business miles = 1,320 . Personal miles =  43             

.Odometer reading, Feb. 1- 91,121, Feb.29- 92,484

· .Secrets of getting  and keeping volunteers brochure

· .Operating procedures information packet.

· Sacristan/ Readers: The only thing you can add is that the Reader program is going well with the addition of our new readers along with the rest. The Readers were told to please use the Bible when they read rather than a paper.  - Sub-Dn John
· Altar servers: There are fewer Altar servers now on any given Sunday, but they have become quite experienced and show a good understanding of the service. Sam Andiniadis has been serving in the Altar as well. When he serves, he shadows Alex Kinkaid. - Phil Nesnanov.
· Handmaidens, I am looking to revise the Handmaiden schedule in the very near future to make it easier to keep track of whose week it is and who did it the previous week.  I hope to adjust the bell tower microphone this weekend to provide optimal sound in the church.  We are working on a better way to weight them, possibly with springs.  Ideally this should be done for Pascha but we'll see how time and materials permits. Esther has selected the girls for Holy Friday and Saturday but I need to reconfirm with her to make sure I remember correctly. - Lynn Betsanes. 
· Choir: Choir currently rehearsing toward Pascha services.    Katie Bern has just volunteered to assist in directing choir.    She took off a year from school so will be able to help as much as possible for a year only.    Please continue looking for a director as I plan to retire on May 1.    I'll turn over directing to Katie but will be there to help her.     Ideally,   it would be nice if we could have a few people skilled in directing the church choir to be available, so keep your ears and eyes open to possible people who can fill this requirement in our church.  - Maria Vrame: 
· Altar Vestments: - All of the altar vestments have been cleaned. The altar boy robes have bee repaired. The purple covers were put on by SD.John Verderber and Fr. Andrew on March 9th . Helen Partoll
· Mail
· Brochure for free items
 Father Andrew announced that he will be purchasing a new car on his own and charge St. Luke for mileage.

Luba made a motion to accept the reports as presented. Phil 2nd.  All agreed.

OLD BUSINESS

Charity Approval:  Scott- Scott moved that Holy Dormition Monastery – which is actually Dormition of the Mother of God Orthodox Monastery (http://www.dormitionmonastery.org/index.php) – be our April 2008 Benevolence Collection recipient, Steve 2nd the motion and it unanimously passed.
Planning Workshop:  Steve-  Strategic Planning Committee will meet with Joe Kormos and the parish again on May 31st.
25th Anniversary-  Luba reported that  2009 not 2008 will be our 25th anniversary.  Also reported that Fr. Andrew’s 40th anniversary as a priest will be in July.  It was agreed to combine Father Andrew’s 40th Anniversary and the fund raiser for the Missionary trip together, which could possibly be held July 13th.

NEW BUSINESS

Priest Office Heater:  Fr.- tabled until the next meeting.
Narthex Project:  Lee- Lee reported receiving two of three requested bids -- one for $17k and the other for just over $10k.  After some discussion Lee moved that he could probably do the Narthex for under $10k – and made a motion to move ahead with new cabinetry and candle stand in the church Narthex to a bidder who came in under $10k, Christine 2nd the motion and it unanimously passed.
It was also discussed moving PADS from the Outreach Team to the Assistant Lay Chairperson’s functions.  Father suggested that we make the change after the current PADS season ends.
CLOSING PRAYER

Luba made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Phil 2nd. All Agreed. The meeting was adjourned at 9:40 P.M. with prayer.
Submitted by Debra Dandeles, Council Secretary
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