Minutes subject 


to approval


St. Luke Orthodox Church


Parish Council Meeting


Date:  12/19/2006





PRESENT:


Father Andrew Harrison, , Assistant Lay Chairperson Caye Caswick , Secretary Debra Dandeles, Financial Secretary Philip Nezanov, Education Team Leader Maria Kopulos, Evangelism Team Leader Pearl Homiak, Property Team Leader Mike Bauml, Treasurer: Robert Zubenko  Community Development Team Leader Luba Johnson





UNABLE TO ATTEND: 


Lay Chairperson Ken Stevens, Diocesan/All-American Delegate Anthea Lukoshonak,


Meeting brought to order at 7:00 P.M. with 2 Timothy 3:1-17 How to recognize God’s Voice





MINUTES


 Caye approvede minutes as presented, Phil 2nd all approved








REPORTS





EDUCATION TEAM LEADER—Maria Kopulos present


Additions: Father: Christmas program went very well Web site continues to draw people. Bulletin boards need moldings put on- Tanya needs assistance with bulletin board completion. 





PROPERTY TEAM LEADER—Mike Bauml, present, written report submitted





Expected expenses this month: 1200.00 to complete landscaping – 200.00 for fire extinguishers


Kitchen Ministry: Carla has been unable to do much during the summer months due to the heat and lack of air conditioning. Now that it is  cooler she intends to get back to work and move some things into the storage room.


Safety Ministry: Jim has been given materials from the insurance company. Fire extinguishers have been serviced and retagged.  All alarms have been repaired and are in working order.  The false fire alarm was due to a faulty sensor and it has been replaced.  


Maintenance Report: Now that Nick has the proper saw, he has begun the trim in the old basement and it should be done shortly.  With the heavy rains it was reported that we have a leak over the glass doors in the front.  Nick has already begun looking into this and if he is unable to find the source of the leak we will contact the roofing company for assistance.  Also Father Andrew reported that several of the light bulbs have burned out, Nick has been notified and will take care of this.    


Pending Projects: 


1.Plaster is coming off the wall on the way up the choir next to the window due to an old leak. We need to fix this.


2.Waterproofing stone above the front door. Waiting for information from George Evangelopolis.


4. Finish repairing the Air Conditioning unit for the new basement. Nick got it running again but it needs a sensor to be replaced.


5. Missing baseboard in the fellowship hall needs to be replaced. 


6. Broken window in classroom: Pending New Building Report: The glass installers came out twice to replace the broken window.  Both times they have the wrong window.  We are attempting to straighten this out.  


Cell Phone Towers: It turned out that there will be no new cabinets needed at this time so we will not have a new lease at this time.  Some work was done by the phone companies but it was all underground at there seems to be no serious damage to the property. They were changing some of the wiring from copper to fiber optic.  


Supply: Nothing new to report 


Strategic Planning: Ken will be proposing at the parish council meeting that we purchase a survey as part of the Natural Parish development Plan as a separate item and decide what to do from there.


Cemetery: Recently we have had a person interested in purchasing a lot through an email contact.  This is the first in a quite a while.    


Historian: Tammy is almost finished with the first year’s books.  This will be used as a template, which will help additional years go quicker.  


Memorial Book:


The memorial book has a new binder with a title on the front as was requested by the Parish Council. I have asked George Poulos to take photos of two items missing from the book: the cross that George donated and the icon of the Descent into Hades. He is working on it. I will add them to the memorial book as soon as he emails them to me. Fr. Andrew also asked for individual photos of the bells. George has these and I will remind him to send them to me with the others. 


 


Inventory/Insurance Record:


I started taking photos before my surgery. Now that I am back on two feet, I will resume this task. I have set up a spreadsheet file with columns for the photo, description, approx. date, and value. I have some old receipts from Luba, I also expect that Stea and Bob Zubenko will be able to help with the value information. When complete, I will print a few sets and bind them for our records, and also burn a CD. Note: After the information has been checked for accuracy by everyone (Fr Andrew and the Parish Council ) I think that a set should also be given to our insurance company. I can then send them an updated file annually. Ask the Parish Council if they agree to this. We should also keep a set in a fire retardant safety box. I don't know if we have that, if we don't have one, I will donate it to St. Luke's.


Church Beautification:  Discussion continued concerning the stairwell renovation.  Nick feels that we can fill the voids in and paint it ourselves.  Greg voiced his concern about whether or not carpeting is allowed by code in the stairwell.  This is still in the development stages.  


Environmental: Dennis cleaned and serviced the air purification units.  Also he met with a contractor and had the duct work cleaned.  Our thanks go out to him and his family as they donated the cost of this work.  Also using funds from the recycling program and additional water filter was purchased.  This was installed by Greg.  


Consultant: Nothing to report at this time 


Team Projects: 


Lawn Repair: The landscaper has been contacted to finish the work.  


Choir Room: The natural brick wall still needs to be trimmed and the wall cleaned or painted. This is pending. 


Broken water fountain: A plumber was contacted concerning this work and a problem with the urinal in the men’s bathroom.  He failed to call back to set up an appointment to repair these.  In the meantime, Dennis got the urinal to work properly and stated that he will talk to someone he knows about the water fountain.  


Parking lot: See Lay Chairperson’s report.  


Old Basement remodel: Trim work in progress.  


Alarm Systems:  We had another false alarm, this time with the security system.  This occurred when the Norwalk Tank Company was out working on the septic system.  Apparently they stuck their notice between the two glass doors and somehow set off the alarm.  They have been contacted and asked to place the notice in the mailbox in the future.  Also the problem with the elevator button was discussed and we will try to devise a system that allow the button to be protected from accidental contact and yet still be accessible. 


 


Painting of the old building:  This was discussed and plans for next year are being developed.  Possible plans include the possibility of stripping the popcorn ceiling or placing Venetian plaster.  They was also some talk of redoing the windowsill areas.  


Father Andrew’s Office:  Greg has found and decided on the proper heating and cooling unit for Father’s office.  The cost will be approximately 2000.00.  A relative of Nick who is in the business in being contacted about installation.  


Crooked Cross:  Nick will look into what can be done. 


Septic System:  The septic system was checked and serviced.  They requested that the control panel be reset as the aerator was not working.  This was handled by Dennis.  


Mouse Problems:  It has been reported that mouse droppings has been found in a couple of the classrooms and in kitchen area.  In some ways this is to be expected being located next to a forest preserve, however Pat Dravillas has been asked to contact the exterminator.  A request to the education team was sent asking the teachers to be careful about any food being left in the classrooms and emptying any garbage cans with food each week.  


Paper towel holder:  The key for the paper towel holder in the fellowship hall bathroom is missing and we are unable to open it.  Nick will try to get this open for us.  


 Additions: Lee has contacted a carpenter about rebuilding the candle stand- whole thing needs to be done- Mike will talk to Lee about money needed to complete this project.. 








EVANGELISM TEAM LEADER—Pearl Homiak present, written report submitted


Blood Drive—Sharon Mochel:  Nothing to report.





Christmas Tree—Sharon Mochel: The tree has been put us. Each parishioner is asked to donate an ornament for the tree. 





Garden Center—Christine Bowen: On December 4th Fr. Andrew, Mary Kincaid, Alex Zimny, Caye, and Stea Zekios met with the residents of the Garden Center. Father Andrew told the story about St. Nicholas and why we hang stockings for Christmas. Each resident received a chocolate gold coin. Then we enjoyed snacks together.





The Evangelist—Diane Wilczak: No report.





Internet—Mike Bauml: Four new events were added to the web site. Other new entries: Articles from the Fall 2006 issue of The Evangelist; one article under “Reflections;” one article under “Current Issues.” Iconography: Added “Joy of All Who Sorrow.” The section containing 30 movable feast days was completed. Minutes from the November 2006 Council meeting were posted. If you have not done so, please send your personal statements for posting on the web site.





Lost Sheep—Caye Caswick: A thank-you letter for the 2007 Stewardship responses is being prepared. 





Outreach—Lee Kopulos:  A qualified carpenter for Narthex work has been located. Lee represented St. Luke parish at an OCF-Campus Ministry meeting (Chicagoland area) on December 12th at the home of Archbishop Job.





Patriot’s Day—Caye Caswick: Nothing to report.





Photography—George Poulos: Nothing to report.





Sanctity of Life—Mary Jo Werbiansky: The PASS Giving Tree items were donated on December 17th to St. Nicholas by the Church School children.





No additions


	


COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT TEAM LEADER—Luba Johnson present, written report submitted


Special Events/Coffee Hour  





Plans are being made now for the Christmas Eve Supper.  It will be held on December 24th at 5:30 p.m. in the church hall.  Mary Jo Werbiansky has volunteered to host this event.





Plans are also in the works for the New Year’s Eve Party which will be held on Friday, December 29th.  The cost of the tickets will be $20 per adult, $10 for children 13 to 18 years old.  The cost per family with children to the age of 18 is not to exceed $50.  The menu is still being discussed.  Tickets have gone on sale and about 30 persons have committed to attend.  Sts. Peter and Paul Church, St. Michael the Archangel Church and St. Panteleimon Church have also been invited to participate this year.  As of this date no one has called to reserve a place.





Coffee Hour 


Donuts have been cancelled during the Lenten period, they will resume the first Sunday in January, 2007.  Luba Johnson will be working on a 2007 Coffee Hour Hostess List.





Prayer Ministry 


The prayer list has been issued each week with the prayer requests, we continue to pray for our military and our pregnancy ladies.  We continue to pray for everyone on the prayer list and light a seven day candle after vespers on Saturdays and place the candle in front of our cross outside.  


Women’s Ministry 


Mother Gabriela, from Eves Junction monastery and I are firming up plans for her to speak at our annual Women’s Lenten Retreat.  The date has been set for March 10, 2007 at St. Luke Church. Advertisement for this event has already begun.


Adoption Ministry – Michaelyn Sloan





Michaelyn will be traveling to Guatemala before the end of this year, and requested donations of children's Tylenol and cold medicines for the children of the Orthodox Orphanage - Hogar de Ayau Raphael – in Guatemala City.  Several parishioners have already contacted me regarding both monetary and medical donations.


Sunshine Ministry - Birthday and Anniversary cards continue to be sent out.  Two gifts will be purchased to be given to Stephan Hansen and Tom Zerlentes from the Sunshine Ministry.


Flower Ministry 


Twenty flowers from the Oak Lawn Florist were ordered and received.  The cost for the poinsettia plants was $400.00 ($20 per plant).  The donation amount suggested is $25.





Children’s Ministry 


Gifts for DCFS were received and delivered to St. Constantine and Helen.  75 children were made happy by St. Luke parishioners.  Thanks to everyone that contributed to this joyful giving.


Golf Ministry – No report – Seasonal


General Comments:  Community Budget request for 2007 was submitted for the total amount of $7,850.00


 Additions: corrections Rives junction Holy Dormition Monestary  (mIke’s report





DIOCESAN/ALL-AMERICAN DELEGATE— Anthea Lukoshonak absent








ASSISTANT LAYPERSON REPORT—Caye Caswick, present, report submitted


Stewardship:





Stewardship Sunday gleaned 59 Estimate of Giving Cards for an Annual income of $131,581.76.  Since that time, we’ve now received 70 cards and an annual income of $143,575.76.  Have had the Budget Committee meeting. I am drafting Thank You letters which will be sent after Christmas to 2007 members.








Charities:





Below is our list of Charities:





"OCF – Real Break" request for support for Guatemala trip on March 11 from Juliana Khouri to serve Hogan Rafael Ayan Orphanage


"Ilaasi, Friends of St. Herman's Seminary" Kodiak Alaska Fundraising 2006


"OCA Mission Appeal 2006"


"OCMC 2006 Mission Appeal" [MARCH, 2006]


"Teybeh Housing for needy Christians in Israel" [YO Charity, APRIL 2006]


"Project Mexico." [JUNE, 2006]


"IOCC" [MAY, 2006/Banquet]


Popescu [JULY 2006]


9.	PLOWS [AUGUST 2006]


10.	Sts. Cyril & Methodius Orthodox Church Iconostas Appeal


Little Lambs Orphanage, India (website for your perusal:  http://www.llcm.org/default.htm)


IOCC/Lebanon [SEPTEMBER 2006]


Pregnancy Assistance South Suburban (PASS) [OCTOBER, 2006]


OCMC (Romanian Mission) [NOVEMBER 2006]


Flight 93 National Memorial, Somerset PA (Shanksville)


Special Needy Requests [DECEMBER 2006]





List obtained from Karen Verderber:





Together We Cope (A homeless preg. agency out of Tinley Park)


St. Herman Theo. Sem. out of Kodiak AL.


Come Receive the Light, supporting Ortho. Christian Network Broadcasting out of Fort Lauderdale Fl.


Emmaus House, Harlem, NY, working with the poor


Martha and Mary House, Ortho. Christian Maternity Home out of Escondido Ca.


St. Vladimir's O.T.S.


Religious Books For Russia out of Lagrangeville N.Y.--Karen





Special Projects:





I am scanning documents for our website, recipes, articles, old publications, bible study documents, etc. and have gotten the assistance of Katerina Claiborne in this regard.  Katerina is doing a nice job.  I've been assisting Philip in a monthly rotation as 2nd counter.  I continue to research Ivan Mlinar and am having Fr. John Memorich in Cleveland ask one of his parishioners assist me in the transcription of his interview with Fr. Borichevsky.  Also preparing for the Annual Meeting.  I also have transferred historical documentation of our 9/11/Patriot's Day events to the Historian for preservation.








LAY CHAIRPERSON REPORT  Ken Stevens absent, report submitted





Attendance at Liturgy:


Once a discernible trend can be established (after 1-1-07), a graph will be developed to both track and trend progress relative to church attendance as reflected in the chart below.   Below find attendance figures since 6-25-06. 





St. Luke Church Attendance:  Sunday Divine Liturgy





Date�
Adults�
Children�
TOTAL�
�
June 25, 2006�
70�
17�
87�
�
July 2, 2006�
72�
10�
82�
�
July 9, 2006�
73�
20�
93�
�
July 16, 2006�
76�
13�
89�
�
July 23, 2006�
73�
20�
93�
�
July 30, 2006�
75�
22�
97�
�
August 6, 2006�
72�
16�
88�
�
August 13, 2006�
86�
21�
107�
�
August 20, 2006�
78�
16�
94�
�
August 27, 2006�
84�
25�
109�
�
September 3, 2006�
75�
15�
90�
�
September 10, 2006�
80�
26�
106�
�
Oct. 1, 2006�
70�
25�
95�
�
Oct 8, 2006�
75�
23�
98�
�
Oct 15, 2006�
73�
22�
95�
�
Oct. 22, 2006�
77�
27�
104�
�
Oct. 29, 2006�
79�
19�
98�
�
Nov. 5, 2006�
78�
22�
100�
�
Nov 12, 2006�
86�
26�
112�
�
Nov 19, 2006�
102�
26�
128�
�
Nov. 26, 2006�
85�
24�
109�
�
Dec. 3, 2006�
85�
24�
109�
�
Dec. 10, 2006�
75�
32�
107�
�
Dec. 17, 2206�
85�
32�
117�
�






Plan for Forest Preserve Parking Dilemma





George Evangelopoulos sent a letter describing the program along with a site plan proposal.  Per the letter below, as of December 17th, we have still not heard form Mr. Mellis.  The letter is as follows:





Mr. Allan Mellis 


Director of Planning & Development 


Forest Preserve District of Cook County 


536 North Harlem Avenue 


Chicago, IL 60305 


 


Re: Proposal to deter sledders at St. Luke's Orthodox Church parking lot 


 


Dear Mr. Mellis, 


 


I am writing in regards to issues surrounding the St. Luke's Orthodox Church parking lot.  As you know, the Church is frustrated by trespassing sledders because they monopolize the church parking lot on snowy Sunday mornings.  I have been a parishioner at St. Luke's for twenty years, and have been personally affected by this problem.  As I understand it, the Forest Preserve District is equally frustrated by trespassing sledders because they environmentally degrade the moraine hill in many ways, not to mention the potential liability.  My goal is to develop a proposal that will benefit both St. Luke's and the Forest Preserve District, and to facilitate an effective mutually beneficial partnership to resolve this issue. 


 


As I see it, the only realistic approach is to make the hill unwelcome to sledders so they will no longer attempt to trespass on the church's parking lot.  Toward that end, I have included a fence at the top of the hill as part of a site improvement plan I am designing for St. Luke's Orthodox Church.  This plan has some inherent drawbacks.  Firstly, the wall may need to spill over onto Forest Preserve District land because of the geology of the area.  Secondly, it is possible that sledders may continue to park in the lot and simply walk around the wall.  Therefore, it seems clear we require the assistance of the Forest Preserve District to truly make the hill itself unwelcome to sledders, and yet maintain the natural aesthetic of the property.   


 


I would like to explore the possibility of the Forest Preserve District implementing, or stepping up efforts to restore a native forest on the hill.  Not only would re-forestation deter the sledders, it would also vastly increase the environmental quality of the hill which is on Forest Preserve land. However, as you know, it would take a number of years to get a forest sufficiently established to a sustainable level, and to a level that would deter sledders permanently.  (I defer to you to determine how long that would be.)  I acknowledge the level of maintenance required by the Forest Preserve District during that time in terms of planting, weeding, and maybe even the implementation of controlled burns. Perhaps you have tried in the past but the sledders have undermined your efforts.  However, with a close partnership with the church, and other local organizations, you could be successful.   


 


Depending on how many years it would take to establish a forest on the hill, St. Luke's Church might be willing to pay for a temporary fence and gate to lock their parking lot in the winter for that period of time.  As long as it's made clear the fence and gate would be temporary, they may be willing to take on that expense and inconvenience.  They may also be willing to help fund the project, and maybe even offer volunteers to help plant and maintain the re-forestation project.  In exchange for these contributions from the church, perhaps the Forest Preserve District would be willing to coordinate and lead the re-forestation project and grant permission to allow the church to repave the entire existing parking lot, which unfortunately, was extended on to your property many years ago under unclear circumstances.   


 


In the end this proposal provides the Church with regained control of its parking lot, and the Forest Preserve has a re-forested hill and no more environmental degradation and potential liability caused by trespassing sledders.  I hope you are willing to participate in this mutually beneficial partnership.   


 


I am enclosing a drawing for your review that includes the proposed temporary fence and gate, as well as the proposed parking lot improvements.  Please contact me after you have reviewed the drawings to discuss this possibility. 


 


Sincerely, 


 


 George Evangelopoulos 


Owner and CEO 


GEA Architects, Ltd. 


 





National Church Development Project





In church this Sunday, December 17, 2006, we disseminated the survey and had full participation. We ran out of forms, and many parishioners wanted to take the survey.  





Therefore, I will contact Fr. Ivanoff and ask if we can include all the surveys in the tabulation, even if it costs a bit extra.  I think it is wise to do so.  Those taking the survey represents a healthy cross section of demography of St. Luke parish.  And virtually all are active/relatively active members.











PASTORAL REPORT—Father Andrew Harrison  present, written report submitted


Meetings – 2


Services –   14 (Liturgies, Vespers, Matins)


House Visits/blessings/Shut-ins  - 6


Hospital Calls - 2


Morning prayers –  8


Garden Center  - 1, 20 attending  - gave out chocolate money


Adult classes, Bible study -  4, 9 attending , Attendance has Increased


Purpose Driven classes  - 1 class canceled until January


Movie Club – 2 meetings


I commend Dianne Nicholau for excellence OCCA Christmas toy program


I commend the Lana Kokayeff for the excellent Church School Pageant


I commend the decoration committee for the Christmas Decorations


Car Mileage, Total miles = 2207.  –   Business miles = 1387, Personal miles = 820.                        


      Odometer reading, Nov 1stt – 67,993   Nov. 31 –  70,200


Proto Deacon Andrew –  Nothing new to report


Altar servers, John Verderber – Of the three new robes purchased, one of the new robes was shortened for Phil. Deacon Andrew will use the second one and the third will be sent back for altering. We are waiting for the robes that Pearl said she would make. We need four for the very small boys. 


Handmaidens, Lynn Betsanes – Nothing new to report


Readers, Jim Lewindowski – Nothing new to report


Choir, Maria Vrame – Maria Vrame – Nothing new to report


Altar Vestments, Helen Partoll – Nothing new to report





	


Mike made a motion to accept the reports as presented.  Luba2nd. All agreed.








OLD BUSINESS


Charity for January: Martha and Mary House, Escondido, California was suggested by Pearl. Mike motioned that the Martha and Mary House be the charity for January, Bob 2nd . All approved


Personal Ministry for Kids- Pearl- good idea get kids involved early in ministries. They could start as greeters. A personal ministry makes for good conversation. The Education ministry will explore possibilities. 


Signage-Mike question of expense- Lit signs $4800- LED signs $17000-24000. Pearl do we need something that sophisticated-? Mike responded that we need something that will grab motorists’ attention. Bob- we need to find out  what the building code limitations are. 


Fencing- Mike proposed a brick structure framing the entrance of the lot- with wrought iron fence running off it about 4 feet in height


Annual parish meeting agenda to date:


keeping church open- committee decided this is not feasible at this time


father suggests discussing a new church sign


budget 











Budget: committee met- only problem; we don’t have the exact amount we have to pay to diocese-there will be an increase this year


Mike made a Motion to accept the budget as is with the provision that additional money may be needed for OCA assessment which will incur minor adjustments to the budget.. Bob 2nd . All approved.  Council will meet on the 16th of January- not 19th


CLOSING PRAYER





Caye made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Bob 2nd. All Agreed. The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 P.M. with prayer.








Submitted by Debra Dandeles, Council Secretary
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